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EAST HARTFORD TOWN COUNCIL

OCTOBER 1, 20189
PRESENT  Chair Richard F. Kehoe, Vice Chair Linda A. Russo, Majority Leader Ram
Aberasturia, Minority Leader Esther B. Clarke, Councillors Marc Weinberg,
Shelby J. Brown, Patricia Harmon and Caroline Torres

ABSENT Councillor Joseph R. Carlson

CALL TO ORDER

Chair Kehoe called the meeting to order at 7:46 p.m. The Chair announced the exit
locations in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §29-381, after which the
Council joined him in the pledge of allegiance.

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ON AGENDA ITEMS

None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

September 17, 2019 Executive Session

MOTION By Ram Aberasturia
seconded by Pat Harmon
to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Executive Session.
Motion carried 8/0.

January 2, 2019 Reqgular Meeting

MOTION By Ram Aberasturia
seconded by Caroline Torres
to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2019 Regular Meeting.
Motion carried 8/0. '

COMMUNICATIONS AND PETITIONS

Presentation by Interval House re: Domestic Violence Response and Services

Mavor Leclerc introduced Mary-Jane Foster, Executive Director of Interval House, who
presented a brief overview of what services Interval House provides for victims of
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domestic violence. Ms. Foster stated that the town announced today its strengthened
partnership with Interval House — the largest domestic violence agency in the State of
Connecticut serving the greater Hartford region. A representative of Interval House will
now be stationed at the East Hartford Police Department to streamline domestic incident
screenings and offer on-site training to local police officers and first responders. Contact
information for Interval House is their hot fine # (860) 527-0550 or their website address
which is intervalhousect.org. -

NEW BUSINESS

Setting a Public Hearing Date of Tuesday, October 15" @ 7:15 p.m. in Coungil
Chambers: Revisions to Chapter 13 of the East Hartford Code of Ordinances, Section 13-
1 entitled “ATV Operation on Public and Private Property”

MOTION By Linda Russo
seconded by Esther Clarke
to set a public hearing date of Tuesday, October 15 @ 7:15 p.m. in
Council Chambers to hear public comment on revisions to Chapter 13 of
the East Hartford Code of Ordinances, Section 13-1 entitled “ATV
Operation on Public and Private Property”.
Motion carried 8/0.

Qutdoor Amusement Permit Application: "Jépan Week: Lion Dancing”

MOTION By Shelby Brown
seconded by Marc Weinberg
to approve the outdoor amusement permit application entitled
“Japan Week: Lion Dancing” as submitted by Sarah Kline Morgan,
Library Director, East Hartford Public Library to conduct an
event that will feature a dance performance of Shishimai (lion
dance) on Saturday, October 12" at the East Hartford Public
Library, 840 Main Street, from 12:30pm to 2:00pm; subject to
compliance with adopted codes and regulations of the State of
Connecticut, the Town of East Hartford, and any other stipulations
required by the Town of East Hartford or its agencies.
Motion carried 8/0.

Appointments to Boards and Commissions

MOTION By Marc Weinberg
seconded by Linda Russo
to approve the following appointments:

Planning and Zoning Commission —
Sidney C. Soderhoim, 46 Pezzente Lane; term to expire December 2019

Board of Assessment Appeals —
John P. Murphy, 205 Westerly Terrace; term to expire December 2020

Motion carried 8/0.
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Refund of Taxes

MOTION

By Marc Weinberg

seconded by Linda Russo
to refund taxes in the amount of $59,405.96
pursuant to Section 12-129 of the Connecticut General Statutes.
Motion carried 8/0,
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Referral to Ordinance Committee: Fire-related Ordinances

MOTION By Linda Russo
seconded by Esther Clarke
to refer to the Ordinance Committee a review of the fire-related
ordinances contained in Chapter 11 of the East Hartford Code of
Ordinances, so as to improve and update existing language to reflect
current preferred practices and to report back to the Town Council with its
recommendations, if any,
Motion carried 8/0.

QPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO DIRECT QUESTIONS TO THE ADMINISTRATION

Esther Clarke asked if any progress has been made on the Founders Plaza garage. Mayor
Leclerc said that it is still in the planning stages.

COUNCIL ACTION ON EXECUTIVE SESSION MATTERS

Town of East Hartford v Iglesia Fuente De Salvacion Misionera, Inc.. et al, Docket No.
HHD-CV-17-6076907-S, involving 302-304 Tolland Street and 306 Tolland Street: and

Town of East Hartford v lglesia Fuente De Salvacion Misionera, Inc., East Hartford,
Docket No. HHD-CV-17-6076227-S, involving 302-304 Tolland St and 306 Tolland Street

MOTION By Ram Aberasturia
seconded by Linda Russo
to accept the recommendation of Corporation Counsel to resolve the
pending Superior Court actions known as Town of East Hartford v. Iglesia
Fuente De Salvacion Misionera, Inc., Docket Nos. CV-17-6076907-S (tax
foreclosure) and CV-17-6076227-S (enforcement action) involving real
property located at 302-304 Tolland Street and 306 Tolland Street, in the
following manner:

1. Allow the Plaintiff, only, to utilize the subject properties for religious
activities as a church and associated parish house, provided the
Plaintiff immediately brings said properties into compliance with the
State Building Code by addressing the minimum life safety
requirements for the operation of a church, as a place of assembly, as
determined by the Director of Inspections and Permits; and

2. Upon completion of the improvements required by Paragraph 1, and
given the Plaintiff's use of the subject properties for religious activities
as a church, the Town will forego collection of: (a) any allegedly past
due taxes; and (b) any future taxes so long as the Plaintiff owns the
subject properties and continually puts it to said use.

The settlement of the pending actions shall be memorialized in a
stipulation, to be prepared and finalized by the Corporation Counsel, which
shall address all of the issues necessary to completely resolve the pending
actions to the satisfaction of the Director of Inspections and Permits and
Director of Finance.

Motion carried 8/0.
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United Technologies Corporation, Pratt & Whithey D v. Town of East Hartford, Docket No.
HHB-CV-17-6037148-S, HHB-CV-17-6037146-S, HHB-CV-18-6044670-S, HHB-CV-19-
6052267-3, involving 400 Main Street and 1 Pent Road.

MOTION By Ram Aberasturia
seconded by Linda Russo
to accept the recommendation of Corporation Counsel to settle the
pending assessment (tax) appeals known as United Technologies
Corporation, Pratt & Whitney Division v Town of East Hartford, Docket
Nos. CV-17-6037148-S, CV-17-6037146-S, CV-18-6044670-8, CV-19-
6052267-S, involving real property located at 400 Main Street and 1 Pent
Road in the following manner:

a. 400 Main Street

1. For the Grand List Year of 2016: by reducing the fair market
value of $176,927,386 to the fair market value of $161,427,3886,
which shall generate a reduction of $510,492.50 in property
taxes; ,

2. For the Grand List Year of 2017: by reducing the fair market
value of $256,778,176 to the fair market value of $241,278,176,
which shall generate a reduction of $517,111.00 in property
taxes; and _

3. For the Grand List Years of 2018, 2019 and 2020: by reducing
the fair market value of $258,467,386 to the fair market value of
$242,967,386, which shall generate a reduction of $532,843.50
in property taxes for the Grand List Year of 2018.

The resultant tax over;:iayment of $1,560,447.00 shall be repaid by means
of fourteen (14) equal credits against future consecutive installments
commencing with the bill of July 1, 2020.

b. #1 Pent Road

In contemplation of a sale of a portion of #1 Pent Road, for the
Grand List Years 2019 and 2020: the remaining portion of #1 Pent
Road, more specifically approximately 40 acres of vacant or
undeveloped land that is not subject to the aforesaid sale, by
reducing the fair market value of said remaining portion of land to a
fair market value of $1,000,000.

Motion carried 8/0.

OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO SPEAK

Mavyor Leclerc commented on the following: (1) tomorrow the American Job Center will open in
the American Eagle Building on Main Street; (2) on Saturday, October 5, the Historical Society
of East Hartiord will unveil the 1877 map of the original city of Hartford; (3) the ceremonial
groundbreaking for the new commercial/mixed use Goodwin College building at the corner of
Main and Ensign Streets will take place at Noon on Thursday October 10t (4) both the Hartford
Marathon and Fall Fest will be held on Saturday October 121", and (5) the Boo Bash will be held
this year on Sunday October 279
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Marc Weinberg wished those of the Jewish faith a happy Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Mayor Leclerc announced that Finance Director Mike Walsh has accepted a position with the
State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management. The Assistant Finance Director, Linda
Trzetziak has agreed to step into the position of Finance Director for the next two years.

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION By Esther Clarke
seconded by Linda Russo
to adjourn (8:50 p.m.).
Motion carried 8/0.

The Chair announced that the next mesting of the Town Council would be October 15,

Attest 0,;,7@@_/4, W’

“Angela M. Attenello
TOWN COUNCIL CLERK
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