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TOWN COUNCIL MAJORITY OFFICE 

 
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

 
March 1, 2022 

 
PRESENT Rich Kehoe, Chair; Councillors Sebrina Wilson and John Morrison 
 
ALSO     Mayor Michael Walsh, Assistant Corporation Counsel Rich Gentile, Chief of
  Staff Connor Martin 
PRESENT        
   
         
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Chair Kehoe called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 
 
NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 
 
Chair: 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson 
  seconded by John Morrison 

to appoint Rich Kehoe as Chair 
of the Ordinance Committee. 
Motion carried 3/0. 

 
 
Secretary: 
 
MOTION By Rich Kehoe 
  seconded by John Morrison 

to appoint Sebrina Wilson as Secretary 
of the Ordinance Committee. 
Motion carried 3/0. 

 
 
 
ADOPTION OF RULES GOVERNING MEETINGS 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson 
  seconded by John Morrison 
  to adopt Robert’s Rules of Order as the rules that shall govern  

parliamentary procedure at all subcommittee meetings, with the exception  
that (1) the Chair shall not be required to restate the motion of any  
Councillor unless requested by another Councillor, or when in the  
discretion of the Chair, such restatement is necessary to avoid any  
confusion as to the motion; and (2) where such rules are in conflict with  
the provisions of the State Statutes, the Town Charter, or Town  
Ordinances. 

  Motion carried 3/0. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF MEETING DATES 
 
MOTION By John Morrison 
  seconded by Sebrina Wilson 
  to hold meetings at the call of the Chair. 
  Motion carried 3/0. 
 
 
STORAGE OF RECORDS 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson 
  seconded by John Morrison 
  to store records in the Town Council office. 

Motion carried 3/0. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
March 30, 2021 
 
MOTION By Sebrina Wilson  
  seconded by John Morrison  

to approve the March 30, 2021 meeting minutes. 
Motion carried 3/0.  

 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR RESIDENTS TO SPEAK 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Food Trucks Operation 
 
 
The Committee reviewed the current town ordinance which authorizes the Health Director to 
issue a license for an itinerant food vendor.   The state Public Health Code requires food 
truck staff to be certified for handling food, sets standards for food preparation and storage 
and requires periodic health inspections.  It was unclear from the town ordinances whether 
provisions of Chapter 8 which regulates door to door sales would apply to food trucks.   
 
The Committee determined that the current itinerant food vender ordinance should be 
amended as follows: 
 

1. Change the term and definition of itinerant food vending operation to comport with 
the provisions of the state Public Health Code section 19-13-B48(a)(7) 

2. Require the application for a food vendor license contain the requested hours of 
operation and location. 

3. The Health Director, in consultation with the Police Chief, would authorize the food 
truck operation including the appropriate safe location and hours of operation in 
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order to ensure such operation does not constitute a public safety hazard or disrupt 
the quiet enjoyment of property by people living near the food truck operation.  This 
includes traffic and parking concerns along with any noise emanating from the food 
truck. 

4. Such application can be amended from time to time during the term of the license 
should the food truck vendor wish to change locations or hours of operation without 
having to re-apply completely.   

 
Corporation Counsel will work with the committee chair on a draft ordinance to be 
considered by the committee. 
 
 
 
§9-1 Voting Districts Boundaries 
 
 
The voting district boundaries are set out in ordinance in a ‘metes and bounds’ type format.  
The state’s decennial redistricting of state senate and state representative districts made a 
slight change in the boundary between the 10th and 11th Assembly districts in the area 
around the intersection of Burnside Avenue and Main Street.  Because the voting districts in 
town must be consistent with the Assembly district lines, this change means the town must 
adjust the boundaries of the 4th and 1st voting districts.   
 
A map detailing those changes has been sent to the Town Engineer for conversion into text 
that can be used to amend the description of the boundaries between the 4th district and the 
1st district voting areas. 
 
Corporation Counsel will draft the proposed changes for the committee’s consideration.   
 
 
Local Option Tax Credit – Increase 
 
 
In 1998, the town enacted a senior citizen tax credit program which provides a tax credit to 
seniors earning below the state income guidelines plus $11,000, thereby allowing seniors to 
earn more than the state income guidelines, which are adjusted annually for inflation, to 
qualify for the credit.   The town provides a credit for a taxpayer’s tax liability of 7% of 
income up to a maximum credit of $700.   
 
Over the years, the number of residents who receive the credit has declined to slightly more 
than 300.  However, the vast majority of qualifying residents received the maximum credit of 
$700.    
 
The town also has a credit program for people taking care of a child dependent who is 
disabled.   
 
The committee agreed to consider increasing the senior citizen tax credit from $700 to 
$1,000 and increase the income limit over the state guidelines to $15,000.  Further, the 
committee will consider removing the requirement that the disabled dependent be a child.   
 
The committee will review a draft ordinance from Corporation Counsel along with further 
financial information from the Finance Department.    
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ADJOURNMENT 

 
MOTION By John Morrison  
  seconded by Sebrina Wilson 
  to adjourn  at 7:02 p.m. 
  Motion carried 3/0. 
 
 
cc:   Mayor Walsh 
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